
Go wild with our facts and fun

What on  

earth are 

those?
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News

Spot it!

DORMOUSE FACTFILE
An adult weighs about the 
same as two £1 coins and 
spends about three-quarters of its life asleep! When  
they’re not snoozing, dormice love to munch on hazel, 
honeysuckle and brambles.

Dormice out  

of danger!
There’s been some great news for  

the dormouse this year! A small colony 

of this endangered species has been 

released at the Yorkshire Dales National 

Park in a secret location, so no-one can 

disturb them. In the past century, the 

dormouse has had a tricky time because 

of huge changes in the countryside,  

and they’re now extremely rare. 

Wildlife officers seem hopeful that this 

reintroduction will be a big success!

FANTASTIC
FEATHERS!

It might be cold and dark outside,  

but there’s still plenty of colour 

around! The UK has some really 

bright birds. Tick which ones  
you've seen!

Woodpecker

 Goldfinch

LOL!

1Before you light a bonfire, always
   make sure no hedgehogs have made 
their bed inside. Lift up logs and use a 
torch to have a proper look!

3Toads and lizards love log-piles   
     too! Make a mini shelter for them 
using leaves and twigs to lead them 
away from the fire.

  

2Keep fireworks away from trees 
or hedges, so you don’t scare any 
sleeping birds.

4 Keep your pets inside the house 
– they can always watch from the 
window!

That way, everyone can sit  
back and enjoy the fireworks!

What's on  
Bonfire Night, 5 Nov
While Bonfire Night means crackling 
sparklers, toasted marshmallows and 
shiny rockets for us, many creatures 
aren’t fans. Small animals might be 
snoozing in piles of kindling where we 
light our fires. Here are our top tips for 
saving nature this Guy Fawkes’ Night!

How do you  
make friends 

with a squirrel? 
Act like a  
total nut!

Wow! FACT
The coldest UK winter on 

record was in 1684, over 

300 years ago. It was so 

cold that rivers froze over 
for two months! The ice in 

London was 11 inches thick – it was so strong 

that a Frost Fair was held on the river, and an 

elephant walked across it! We hope he had

           a scarf around his trunk! Brrr!

Ice... what  ice? 

Where’s  
my wildlife?
If you’ve not spotted your 
friendly neighbourhood 
hedgehog in a while, 
don’t worry just yet! Lots of 
creatures hibernate during 
the winter, when their whole 
body slows down and sleeps 
to save energy. But keep your 
eyes peeled in spring  
– they’ll be back!

What are  you playing at, Keith?

Kingfisher

Wild trivia
While we might slurp a scrummy hot 

chocolate to keep those icy noses at bay, 

some birds need more than that to warm 

them up in winter. Blue tits are so tiny  

that they scoff about 300 insects  

every day. Talk about an all-you- 

can-eat buffet!
 

Starlings can livein flocks of up to3 million birds!That’s a wholelot of feathers!

Lightning strikes the 
Earth 6,000 times 
every minute. We’ll 

be keeping an eye on 
the skies!
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These puffins 
are giving their 
greedy friend a 
talking to. 
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Try this!
Go on a  
GHOST HUNT
It’s not for nothing that barn owls are nicknamed 

'ghost owls' – at night these beautiful but deadly 

creatures look really spooky as they float silently 

through the air in search of unsuspecting mice 

and voles. If you’ve never seen a barn owl, now  

is a great time to look, as they are forced to  

hunt during daylight to find the extra food  

they need to survive the cold weather. Visit 

farmland or open grassy areas in the late 

afternoon for the best chance of seeing one.

LOL!

LOL!

What’s an owl’s favourite party food? Vole-a-vents and mice-cream!

What do angry 
rodents send 

each other at 
Christmas? 

Cross-mouse 
cards!

Owl! Time 

for a sharp 

exit… 

Mini make
Christmas is coming, and what better way to get off the Naughty List than by saving nature. Make a sign to tell everyone, “I helped nature in 2016!” All you need is coloured card, pens or pencils, glue and anything else to decorate it. You can pop it in your window, on your bedroom door or hang it up next to your stocking. Who knows, you might even get some extra presents!

 Sorry, can’t stay 

for dinner – eel be 

seeing you!

 Don’t take that photo. This isn’t my good side!

Looks like this eel 

isn’t ready to be a 

snack just yet! 

Not all chicks 
like the 
paparazzi! 
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Find a 
wagtail roost

Pied wagtails usually live alone, but in cold 

weather, they get together in huge flocks at dusk 

to keep warm, often perching in trees or  

on buildings in towns and cities, where 

the temperature is higher than in the 

countryside. Roosting together 

provides safety in numbers.

 TOP 5 Surprising animalsthat hibernate:
 Bats

 Bumblebees
 Ladybirds
 Frogs

 Grass snakes

We all love to 
    feed the birds, but their  

 favourite foods might just surprise 

       you… try peanut butter and 

   cheese! These tasty snacks are 

     rich in fat, and will keep them 

plump and cosy through 

             winter.


